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Kadar Brock (b. 1980) is a contemporary abstract  
artist who lives and works in Brooklyn. Brock’s works 
are a result of a compilation of multiple compositions 
stacked on top of each other, then merged through the 
act of eradication. What results through the process is 
an abstraction that subtly gestures at the information  
beneath.

Brock begins working by making an expressionistic 
painting on canvas. After drying, the painting is  
scraped with a razor, primed, sanded, and painted 
again. This cycle is repeated many times, abstracting 
each underpainting and transforming the work into a 
ghost or ruin. This approach to painting reconfigures 
and alters the painting-as-object, while the ritual of 
making and defacing questions the act of painting, 
grapples with the subject matter of the under-painting, 
and creates a contemplative object.



“These works are made in multiple layers. The first layer is a conven-
tional oil painting on canvas. After this painting dries, the canvas is 
un-stretched, laid on a work table, and scraped with a two inch  
window-scraper razor blade. During this scraping process the razor 
catches in the canvas, rips it, and creates holes. Those holes are the 
dark spots you see in the images of my paintings. At this point, some 
works, such as rains schoolhouse, are re-stretched for another layer 
of painting, with a new but related image.

Other works, such as when we humans join, instead of thinking, all 
you have to do, are subjected to further processes. After scraping, 
such works are laid onto the floor and covered in BIN Primer. Two 
layers of this industrial-strength coverall are applied with a paint roller, 
one white, and one with a grey tint. After drying these works return to 
the table and are sanded with an orbital sander. Once sanded, they 
are stretched again, and are ready for another round of painting.

In each instance, these rituals are repeated multiple times  
before a work is finished.”

- Kadar Brock



cleaning brushes, the yellow glow
2020
Oil on canvas
24 x 20 x 1 inches
61 x 51 x 3 centimeters



instead of your body, does something bad
2020

Oil, spray paint, and house paint on canvas
72 x 48 x 2 inches

183 x 122 x 5 centimeters
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